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of the vast city brought Catholicism in action into touch with masses of
people, many of whom were worse than heathens!
A glorious success soon came to mark the blessing of Heaven on the
work. The Jesuit Fathers, ever generous supporters of every worthy
enterprise, made over to the Sisters their fine property at Westwood Park,
and before long, some three hundred children filled the school that was
opened there. This foundation was followed by a Convent High School
at New Grenada, placed at the disposal of Sister Cabrini by Donna Elana
Arellano, a wealthy lady, and duly opened amid much general rejoicing,
though some opposition was aroused by the refusal of our Saint to take
illegitimate children as boarders. This was done out of no spirit of hostility
to the unfortunate young people themselves, but merely as a reminder to
a city, then marked by great moral laxity, to mend its ways and so raise the
general standard of virtuous living.
The opening of another Convent School at New Orleans took place at
a time the reverse of opportune. The murder of a police official by some
Italian desperadoes had resulted in a typical Yankee outburst of violent
reprisals, but the animosity against everything Italian quickly died down,
and very soon the really generous-minded people came to recognize that
it was largely by the spread of a truly Christian education that evil conduct
was to be reformed and an improved race of citizens ensured.
It would be impossible in a short notice like this to chronicle even a
tithe of the stupendous labours of this wonderful woman, whose life and
achievements can only be compared with those of St Francis Xavier and
St Vincent of Paul. In the space of thirty years she founded no less than
sixty-seven Houses, comprising schools of all kinds, Orphanages, Hostels
and several Hospitals, not only in America, but also on the continent of
Europe. The House of her Congregation at Honor Oak Park, London,
S.E., was honoured by a visit from her, and during the first Great War,
1914-18, a large Orphanage of the Congregation in France was turned
into a hospital for the French and Allied wounded, while many of her
Sisters in Rome devoted themselves to the difficult work of tracing prisoners
of war and getting them into touch with their families and friends*
Those who knew the wonderful Sister best, used to say that she had in
her the making of a great general or a great statesman. Her immense
resolution, courage and eye to the real point of vantage in critical situations,
justifies the first surmise ; her profound sympathy with human nature in
all its phases, and her readiness to undertake all that was calculated to
establish or improve the multifarious interests of life, display the mark of
true statesmanship, as history records the matter. But in all she undertook,
the love of God and the salvation of His creatures was her guiding star.
Though, instant in prayer, in the Pauline phrase, she never longed for a